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ing Sermon, in 


SOA 1 am far from thinking, that 

prefixing of mine will be any advantage 
to it. Bus ſince it was army Requeſt, in 
the name of my Brethren, that the Pub- 
lication of it was procurd ; I am willing 
in ibis manner, both to return the worthy 
Author our Thanks for his Compliance here- 


bl: Opinion,” does not need the great- 
eſt Name 10 recommend u: 3 | 
e 


in, which I am fully perſwaded, was pure. 
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ie. gratiſy s. And alſo to 1 r 
un Approbation of 1. a 
| Thaſe who miniſter in holy Things, 
if they are contented with fuck P. wel 

-rheir great Lord and Maſter. 
entruſted them with, ſhould they happen 
not to be ſatisfied, will yet ſcarce 4 
Cauſe to be ee, | 

But then the Laity methinks, 627 

eel a ſecret Pleaſure, to find themſelves 
reſcued from that ſpirunal Tyranny, which 
to many, both from the Pulpit and the 
. Preſ, have. 1 eagerly attempted to Mp 
| over them. 
Fo =. Afeer all the Arts which. have been usd 
| this wah, Men will ſee 4 difference. be- 

twixt. ſuch who behave as Lords ovet 
* Cod's Heritage: Aud ſuch who profeſs, 
„they have not Dominion over their Faith; 
| his cant but be agreeable 10 you ; 5 if 

we be alſo Helpers of your Joy, we hope 

in Return, we rip be Sharers m your 


Jeſus Sake. | 


g, May . n e \ bode 


1s 


Prayers for us; who aſe your Servants fot ab 


4 — 107 


; | 1 50 92 
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r is 5 Kaub TI Ga to 
= x magnify the Office into which we re- 
My Lp! ccive the Brethren, that you will not 197 
| fily, on the firſt View, a e 
Ka the low Title of the vants, of the 
Wl] Churches, ſhould do Right to ir. Bur 
_. = ſince the great e has made the 
15 | 3 Term 2 ky * ſoft: dof the 
ity of his own Character with it; it muſt 
Eagus to me, that I chooſe to place our Office i As 
Light, Let others, amidſt all the Þ eantry of world 
ly Honour, Lord it over the Hog 778 and contend 
earneltly for the Rights, and P Pear of 5. we 
ſhall leave the ſeveral Orders Degrees of to 
aſſert their Claims, and only in this Exerciſe, — 
their Werk. If our Zeal had, ſpent it ſelf, 3 the 
more laborious Parts of this, rather than in tes 
about the Titles and Characters that attend 15 we 
ſhou'd have had more of the Spirit of Chriſtianity a 8 
us, which is of far greater Importanee, than all the 
compliſhments of Ecc/e A al Heraldry. Let Souls he 
know not their own Value, waſte their Hours, and rut- 
fle their Tempers in their eager Contentions; we have 


no aer Ambition than to he uſeful to you; only 
B give 
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gie us an Opportunity of ſaying, Te are our Epiſtle; 


if 


_ - our Letter of Recommendation, and the Orders we have 


. a >» 
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be very legible; very authentick to you, who cant 
at a loſs to know when we are your Servants (from 


4 ie good Offices we do your Souls) that is, your Mini- 


pg. to the Import of the Word: So far 


f vou can eaſily judge gf our Character, how much ſo- 


2 _ © ever you may be co unded with other Titles; and 
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An this you oblige us with a Stile that ſatisfied Apo- 
Mes, Whieli muſt be à ſufficient Honour to all that 


| . - woud-claima Sycceſſion to them. The Succeſs that 
aA attended his Miyftratiors;'was the greateſt Conſolati- 
dn to Paul, and furniſh'd out a fine Triumph to him, 

Cbap, iii. ver. 14. And he makes a noble Appeal to the 


Grim aur concerning it thro' the laſt Chapter, in which 
be repreſents em as the Seals of his Office, the Tro- 
- -"- - Phies of his Preaching: Nor that he aſcrib'd the Ver- 
ue of it to himſelf, but to the Truths he taught, and 
tte Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, which in à 
.* - Wondrous manner impreſs d them with a Reſemblance 
ok him; for they were changed into the ſame Likeneſs, with 

:  _ lapveiled Face beholding, as in a Glaſs, the Glry of the 
Tord; ſo our Saviour is imag'd there, by a Phraſe very 
„Well known among the Fews, and, which always con- 
vey'd to them the Idea of their Jehovah. Tis not to 
be admir d therefore, that he ſays, We preach not our 


Jetves, i. e. inſiſt not on our own Prerogative, as Lords 


in theſe Affairs, as Grotius paraphraſes the Sentence; 


or we propoſe not any private Advantage, according to 


the Explanation that Calvin gives us of it: But we in- 
ſiſt on the ſole Authority of ſeſus Chriſt the Lord; as 


to our ſelves, if we have the Satisfaction of doing you 


Service, we deſire no more. Tis a noble Contempt of 


all the ſchiſmatical Reſpett, the Corinthians pay'd thoſe 
who preach'd among them. It is not improbable, they 
might bring the Orders of ſome of them into the Diſ- 
pute (if we ſuppoſe thoſe who gave the Preference to 
Chao, to have a greater Eſteem of the my” = his 
GAY _ . erform- 


| and the Uſurpations they made on the 


* * w 
* Y he 


7 n 


Performances, than of Apoles's or Pauls) which made 


and direct the Regards of the People: from them 


to him; were the Validity, (I do not ſay the Regula- 


528 


rity) of our Miniſtrations approv'd by the Succeſs of 


ſit very neceſſary to remind them that they were Chri-. 
iaus; a Name, that muſt ſwallow up every other, 
and which, as Ointment poured forth, can only heal 
the Wounds of the Church. Wou'd the Rulers of it 
once inſiſt leſs on their own Prerogatives and Pawers; - 
0 ves 


them, and inſtead of the Jargon of our Parties, the Cha- 


racers of ſacred Officers, Biſhop, Presbyter, a Degas | 1 5 ; - | 
the firſt Uſe, have been conſus d in their Senſe, : | , 
unhallow'd by our Diviſions about em 


Words that however innocent in themſelves, and 
cred 
and F-nok 


were theſe explain'd by that of Servants of the-Churches, .. _ 
we ſhou'd loſe very little of our Light, and might re- 
cover much of our Love. I am perſwaded you, my 


Brethren, will come into theſe Sentiments, and allow, | 
do more Right to a Of- 
if the, 


me this Poſition, That we can't do m | 
fice, than when we proclaim our ſelves. the Servants of 
Churches fur the ſake of Chriſt. I hall 


Firſt, Evince the Juſtice of this Remark, ee 
As for the Former. 


"- 41 2 4.8 


(10 Our Reverence for the diving, Government, 


which immediately affects the Souls of Men, is a ſuf- . - 

: | ficient Reaſon why we ſhou'd keep this Diſtance from 
it in our Addreſſes to them. The holy Writings re- 
commend this. Conduct on that Account, and the great 
Author of our Religion has expreſly'diſcharg'd us all 

the Airs of Grandeur, Matth. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. Be not ye 
call d Rabbi or Maſters: Tis fine Cenſure you have 


there, on the affected Behaviour of the Jewiſh Clergy, 


nſciences of - © 


Men. It was a known Saying among em, That he that, 


Salutes bis Teacher as he doth another Man, provokes God to 


B 2 


depart from Iſrael : And their Talmud in expreſs Terms 
ee” Sg W aſſerts, 
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T's Sil 
alerts the bd our Rabbies are to be rerei vd and NC 
believ'd, as the Words 2 the living God; In which, I I be 
know not whether the Vanity or Profaneneſs was more C 
ſcandalous: It was in effect to ſubſtitute the Autho- m 
rity of the Jewiſh Rulers in the Place of God Almigh- cc 
ty: Tou will not admire that fo much Impudence en- fo 
crõachꝰ d ſo far on them at laſt, as to ſay, M Son, attend Il ſci 
rather to the Words of the Stribes, than to the Words of the Vt 
Lau. Phis lets us into all the Myſtery" of Wicked- | 
neſs, and is a plairt Demonſtration, how much the very 
Life and Soul of Religion ſaffers-by every vile Com- 
petition of that kind. *Fis the Character of that Man 
of Sin, who oppoſes and-exalts himſelf above all that is 
call'd God, 2 Thef: ii. 4. That he, as God, fitteth in the 
1 1 God ; ſhewing himſelf that hits God. From which 
it appears, the Power is too divine to be altenared from 
the true God; and upon that Account is the ſole | 
| 


Prerogative of Chit; Als iii. 22: The Father of theſe 
Spirits in Fleſh, has the only natural Right to preſeribe 
to the Underſtanding; he alone can take an Account 
ol it, as he ſearches tlie Hearts and Reins, and in Con- 
ſequence of this re wards or puniſhes that Part of 
Luke xii. 5. Tis high Freaſon againſt, Heaven to. feiſe 
this Throne. The Apoſtles themſelves diſclaim it, 
Net that we have Dominion over your Faith, 2 Cor. i. 24. 
For I can't think our late Criticks, who explain away 
the common Senſe of theſe Words, and ſupport it from 
; Theodoret, do Juſtice to the Text: Fhey muſt acknow- - 
ledge Chryſoſtome places it in the Light, 146 which has 
the whole Diſcourſe of Paul in theſe Chapters to favour 
it; and he tells them in the Beginning of this, they 
only commended: themſeſves to the Conſciences of 
their Hearers, or which is the ſame Thing, left them 
Judges, under r of che Truth of what they ſaid. 
Tis a noble ſtance they keep from the Legiſfative 
Authority: In eve Toltfration we find them Feiſt on 
the ee of Chr i what'they had recei/d of the Lord; 
* r Was any Thing * as to which they cord 
: * not 


, wo — 
* 


1 — 


[9] 

not ſay, It ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, If it wou't! 
be 8 in any now to aſſume their Place in the 
Churches, tis more, and what wants a Name, td; 
make the Claims they did not: Our Allegiance to the 
common Lord, and our Devotion to the great Paſtor, 
forbid thefe Magiſterial Pretenſtons: Wo preach not ont 
ſelves, but Chrift\ Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your S 
vants for Chriſt's Sate. And, neee WN 

ꝛzdh, We eſteem it ſuſtice to you, to make no Encroach- 
ments on your natural Liberty: We acknowledge: 
your Right to think for your ſolves; and only fa 
with Joſbua, in that fine Speech, Chuſe your whonr 
you will ſerve, Chap. xxiv. 15. When we have placed 
Life and Death before you; all we have to wiſſi ib 


| that the Religion of Men were more the Matter of 


their Election: Fhat they were not deliver d imo ity 
as they find it Eſtabliſbd in the Country, or receivid it 


from their Fathers, as they do their Names and fate 
it wou'd have a more glorious Effect on their Minds 


and Marpers. Fo irduee you to this, we addreſt yoπ 
with the Apoſtle, E Cor. x. 15. WE unt as u wiſe Man: 
Judge je what we ſay; and commendcyeu as more nos: 
ble for ſearching the Scriptures daily; "whit her thoſt Thing. 
are fo, Acts xvii. . 11. For therè you have A more” 
ſure Word of Pi , whereunto you dv well that yon tale. 


heed,” 2 Pet. i. 19. Theſe are not the Methods of thoſe” 


who have any Deſign upon your Priviledges: We have: 
no greater Ambition than to enlarge em, und there 
fore while we recommend our Divine,” we yet admo- 
niſh-you to ſtand faſt in your Libtriy; with this Aſſur- 


ance; that the Son, he Truth won d male you fes, Ur 


admit, that he, thar is ſpiritual, judget all Things; 1 Cor. 


ii. 15. and that i any Man wil do bis Nil, he /ball know” 


the Doctrine, John vii: 17. upon which; we asl you nor 
to believe every Spirit, but to try them, I John iv. 1. and 1 
prove all Things, 1 Theſ. v. 21. The Powers of your 


Minds are your laſt Property: To itvade them wou'd 


be the greatoſt Outrage, and to uſe you worſs than tho 
* Phili- 


| | D 6 ] ; . 


Philiſtines did Samſon, who only put out his Eyes to 


make him a Slave, while they yet left him a Man. But 
this is an Attempt upon your Nature it ſelf, in order 
to extinguiſh the very Candle of the Lord, that which 


he has lighted up for your Conduct. Accept then, my 


Brethren, of this Deference to your Judgments, and be- 
lieve us when we ſay, We preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your Servants for Chriſt's Sake, 

(30 This humble Character and Conduct is an Ar- 


gument, we underſtand our ſelves; for a Conſciouſneſs 


of our own Imperſections, natural and moral, will ne- 
ver ſuffer us to be over aſſuming. Where there is this 


| Senſe, which more remarkably obtains among the beſt 


Men, it generally finds or gives the Preheminence to 
Others; at leaſt it cures us of that Over - fondneſs for 
Self, which throws a falſe Glory on a Perſon, and to 


vrhich we owe thoſe Heightnings of Character ſo com- 


mon among us, where the Colours laid on are of that 
kind we call imaginary, ſuch as paint the Rain- bou, a 
Matter no better in it ſelf, than the Vapours exhal'd 
from Bogs and Dunghills, and which is returning to 


them; ſo are the broken Reaſonings of a vain Mind, 


and the various Reflections of its own Light form the 
pleaſing Images of Grandeur and Superiority. Where- 
as there is a. Sobriety of Thought in the Condeſcenti- 
ons of your Miniſters, an honeſt Acknowledgement of 
the like Paſſions, ſometimes with leſs Command over 
them, which keeps them clear from Confidence, and 


Preſumption on their Office and Endowments: It is 


an Argument they have good Senſe, and are in their 
right Minds, which we can't eaſily think of thoſe, who 


are over-bearing in their Manners and Claims; for 


there is the ſame Extravagance almoſt in the Con- 
nection of their Ideas, as in the caſe of Madneſs, where 


the Perſons fancy themſelves Kings and Emperors; at 


lgaſt they expoſe themſelves as much by aſſuming Au- 


thority and State, where there is no more room for it, 
bs and they can really have no Power: If there is not as 


much 


US + — 7, = + a — — 4. 
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. 
much Weakneſs, there muſt be more Wickednefs; and 

they know not what Spirit they are of. 'Thanks:be to 
God, Wie have not ſo learn d Chriſt, nor do we fo preach 
him, as to preach our ſelves with him; his Croſs is 
what we inſiſt on, and the whole Doctrine of that is 
to the laſt degree mortifying. You can expect nothing 
leſs, from the Convi&ion it gives us of our. own De- 
fects, than to find us in the Duſt at the Feet of our 
fellow Creatures, while we addreſs them, Examples of 
the Self-denial we teach, 7. e. Our ſelves your Servants 
for Chriſt's Sake. mort ne 207 Wa 

(.) There is ſo much Prudence in theſe Condeſcen- 
tions to the Laity, and they may ſo happily ſubſerve 
the Ends of our Miniſtry, that we can't but preach our 
ſelves your Servants; this Treatment of you is ſo well 
manner d, ſo lovely, and of ſuch good Report, that it 
muſt advantageouſly recommend it ſelf to the World, as 
ill natur'd as this is. It's evident what Opinion the 


Men of Faſhion have of this Conduct, from the mutu- 


al Compliments of rhe Age, with which they gravely 
abuſe one another, and which are but ſo many - 
tions of the Chriſtian Deportment, wherein there is 
every Thing that is truly great and 'engaging”” We 
proclaim our ſelves Friends of Mankind, and willing 
rather in the Inſtances we lawfully can, to make a Sa- 
crifice of our own, than to encroach upon their Liber> 
ty. Tis what we know, the humane Nature is more 
render of than any Thing; and when you have that 
Pledge of our Affection in thoſe Caſes, wherein ue 
become all Things to al Men, Ind are ſecure from any 
Deſign upon your Rights, amidſt all that good Hu- 
mour, and theſe kind Profeſſions of Reſpe& to you if 
it is poſſible by any Means, one wou'd think our Per- 
ſons muſt become acceptable to you, and ovr Doctrine 
be recommended by them. We can't do better as Lea- 
ders of the Hoſt, than to put off the forbidding Airs 
of State and Grandeur, as an unweildy cumberſome 
Thing, that fits not more eaſy than Sauls Armour did 
a on 


or David, and may be 3 on our Uſefulneſs. 
Whereas the Generoſity and Goodneſs of a humble 
Management, will give us an Intereſt in the Aſtections 
of our People, malt a way into their Hearts, and aſſiſt 
our Services. They will depend on the kindeſt Offices 
from this Behaviour to them, ſince there can be none 
£60 low or mean for thoſe, who eſteem themſelves your 
Servants. That Thought takes off the Point of Ho- 
nour, the Niceneſs and Delicacy that hath hindred ma- 
ay 2 good Action; but it leaves you nothing, you 
may not expect from us, when you obſerve us, Patterns 
of all the Humility we recommend, and exemplifying 
it in numerous Obligations upon you. Say, what un- 
knoun Charms appear in this ſubmitve Way of Ad- 
dreſs, for, I know nothing better bred than Religion. 
In the laſt place, I would obſerve to you, that it is all 
that is practicable in our Miniſtry, which can receive 
no Advantage from the Claims of Dominion for after 
all, it is not in our Power to execute them: The Uſe 
of a Man's Reaſon is as inſeparable as the Principle of 
Individuation, both in a State of Nature and Society. 
If he has a Conſcience towards God, it can no more be 
the Property of another than his Senſes or Underſtand- 
ing, and he who aſſumes fo far as to dictate to it, 
t as reaſonably. oblige him to ſee black white; 
for the Seritiments of the Mind are unalterable by any 
Force. Another may be the external Agent in our ſtead, 
(which is the Foundation of civil Power) may perſonate 
a Man in a Community, but can never receive his Sen- 
frions, think, or reaſon for him. Which is a plain De- 
monſtration that Eccleſiaſtical Authority is on @ very 
different Foot, and another ſort of Thing than what 
we call Political. If we have any Sword, tis that of the 


Siri, a pence Thing to your Bodies, but quick 
and - 'to 


the inward Man. As for all the Arts 
of Violence, we leave them to, thoſe. who have made 
tke Church a Shambles; the devout Butchers of the 
Popiſh Countries, who may make Hy pocrites, but can 


never 
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never make Chriſtians. After all their Attempts, Re- 
ligion is a Thing too ſpiritual to fall under their Go- 
verriment ; it is ſomething in the Heart, where no finite 
Creature has Acceſs, nor are any equal to a Scepter 
there: Let us do what we can, God hath form'd us 
ſo, that it is not in our Power, or your own, to alter 
your Apprehenſions, and preſcribe to your Judgments 
by Authority: We make a virtue therefore of Neceſ- 
fity, and ſince we cannot be your Maſters, we profeſs 
our ſelves the he/pers of your Faith and Foy, we Preach not 
cur ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves your 
Servants for Chriſt's Sake. 1 

Be in no pain, my Brethren, from what I have ſaid 
about the Authority of your Miniſters. This is yet ſafe 
in the import of the Words; for we have no Powers 
but for good, or which is the ſame Thing for your ſer- 
vice, a juſt exerciſe of which, will leave us poſſeſs'd of 
all the reſpe&.an honeſt Man will care for, and a wiſe 
Man will pay. The Perſons who fix the Honour on 
the Office, or rather the Name of a Miniſter, without 
any regard to the Management, as ſome of our very 


learned Men do, may account for it to themſelves, for 


1 cannot ; and when their Zeal for the Rights of the 
Governours of the Church, as ſuch, reaches fo far, as to 
leave the poor Laity at the Reformation, oblig'd in 
Conſcience, to a dutiful ſubjection to their Popiſh 
Prieſts, as I apprehend many of them do, I cannot 

but think it is ſomething like the Determination f 
Rabbi Solomon, on Deut. xvii. 11. Thou ſhalt not de- 
part from the Words of the Wiſe, tho' they tell thee, 
thy right Hand is thy left, and thy left the right; or 
the plain Dealing of Bellarmin in this Aſſertion, [ De 
Pontif. Rom. I. 4. c. 5.] That if the Pope ſhou'd ſo far 
err, as to command the Practice of Vice, and to forbid 
virtuous Actions, the Church were bound to believe, 
Vice is good, and Virtue's bad. No my Brethren, 
we know how to magnify our Office without any ſuch 


Rant as this, wichout w__ Violence to the common 


. _ Senſe 


q N 6— # 9 af _ - 
N * 6 Y F WP + 
1 
22 
: 
on 
* 


at = 1 % "Ol... and 44 4 ” * 2 — 4 * TY 
N _ „ . 9 a we 4 "ny * as? o_ PRs a d * f * N ; * q 2 i 
* 5 * . % a * ö 1 _ 
| ; * 
8 } 
| 5 
* tw 4 
2 + 
| : * 
" [ . = 
f \ 
| | | I : 
"a _ ” . Pe Fn 
— # » \ N 4 vs * & . . : . - * 
4 „ * N 


Senſe of Mankind; we are very tender of your Rights, 
while we ſecure: our own, and ask no more of you, 
than we have firſt allow d you, a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, that you leave us Maſters of our own Actions, or 
which is the ſame Thing, the Servants of Chriſt, as 
well as you. If we do Juſtice to both theſe Relations, 
and are really his and your Servants, we are more then 
your Maſters, are your Fathers in him; and while you 
have the beſt advantage from our Attendance on you, 
you can't deſpiſe us, but as the Apoſtle obſerves in re- 
gard of himſelf, you will receive us as the Angels of God, 
and if it were poſſible, wou'd» even pluck out your oο ö Eyes, 
and give them to us. I do not mean by this, your paying 
a blind Obedience to every thing we ſay. Tis a Com- 
plement we deſpiſe the acceptance of, as much as you 
wou'd reſent the Propoſal : The inſpired Writer in- 
tends no more by the Phraſe, Gal. iv. 15. than the laſt 
Inſtance of Reſpect, and if for a:200d Man one wou d even 
dare to die, hat hath not an uſetul good Miniſter toom 
to expect one; that acquits himſelf well of the Duties 
of his Place; Which leads mee „ e 

24ly, To enquire: what is imply'd in the Character 
of Servants? What are the good Offices we ſhou'd do 
you in this Relation? And here my Brethren, a toil- 

{ome Scene of Lite opens to us. For, 2 


(i.) We are your Servants in dur Preparatory Stu- 
dies. Miracles are now ceas'd, and we can't expect 
ſuch a divine Afatus, as the Apoſtles had, to fill our 
Minds with all Truth; we are obliged to great In- 
duſtry in the Purſuit of it. Our firſt Years were ſa- 
cred to you, when we painfully treaſurd up Words, 
and tried the unknown Languages, thoſe in which the 
ſacred Writings, we now explain, were firſt delivered, 
The ſame account we can give, of our mature re- 
ſearches into the other Parts of Literature, and ſnhou'd 


pronounce Vanity upon all, if it was not for your Ser- 


vice ;. apart from this, who wou'd go thro' thele Fa- 
"ies | tigues 
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tigues, and run the hazard of his Temper and his Hap- 
pineſs ? I have no doubt, but the good plain Chriſti- 
ans among you, go to Heaven with more Peace, and 
without all that Difficulty. The wiſe Preacher has told 
us, He that increaſes K nowledge increaſes Sorrow, that much , 
Study is a wenrineſs td the Fleſh, and that of reading many- 
Books there is no End. But for your Sakes, we go chear- 
fully thro' the Toil, ſerving our Generation according to 
the Will of God, in hopes to fall afteep in Jeſus: And 
if a little learned Duſt will not enrich the Clods, we 
don't expe to lye always there, but to ſhine as Stars 
in the Firmament above. And i et 
(2.) It you conſider us actually engag'd in this Work, 


tis a ſervice that requires vaſt Application. I have 


Reaſon to enter upon the account of it, with this Pa- 
rhetick Exclamation, Il ho is ſafficient for theſe Things ? 


(i.) We are to inftru& you by our Doctrine. Under 
the Law, the Prieſts Lips kept Knowledge; and the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel mult diſpenſe it: Tis expected 
they ſerve you as Lights in their ſeveral Splieres, and 
ſcatter healing Rays around em. In our great Maſter 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; from 
his fullneſs we receive, and deſtribute to the Churches. 
The Sermons we Preach to you, are a part of this Ser- 
vice; and how difficult a Work it is to make theſe con 
tinual ſer Diſcourſes, -I find Chryſoſtom admirably. de- 
ſcribes, (de Sacred. 1. 4. 5.) He repretents the People ſe- 
vere Judges of their Compoſitions, and bf ſuch a deli- 
cate Taſte, they were inclin'd rather to hear for their 


Pleaſure than their Profit ; which added to the Preach- 


er's Labour, who, tho” he was to deſpiſe both 97 8 — 
Applauſe and Cenſure, yet it was the Opinion of that 
Father; he ought to have ſuch a Regard for his Au- 
ditors, that they might hear him with ſome Satisfacti- 
en and Advantage, or at leaſt without Prejudice: Bur 
the manner of thoſe r we make you, is of _ 
Iz 34 144 W 2 5 | vane. : vob 
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Importance, in Regard of that, which is to be the Sub- 
r of them, the great Truths of natural and reveal'd 
Religion; to give you Convictions of the divine Be- 
ing, and of all his Perfections and Glories; to explain 
to you his Works and his Words. And what huge Vo- 
lumes have we here to unfold to you? The firſt of gene- 
ral acceptance, being wrote by the Finger of God in 
the only univerſal Language, the beautitul Syſtem of 
Thipgs round you, out of which it is eaſy to acquaint. 
you with him that niade you, and the great Demands. 
he has from you: The other given us by inſpired Men, 
who ſpake and wrote as they were moved of the Holy 
Ghoſt. To ſupport the Authority of which, it's ne- 

d produce to you the Seal of Heaven, 
ſhou'd report the Miracles wrought, the Prophecies: 
fulfill'd, that atteſt the Doctrine; the antient Records 
of the Heathen and Chriſtian World, which give Cre- 
dit to the Writings :. And after all, we mult awaken 
the Witneſs within you, the ſacred Signatures there, 
Which the Apoltle in the Context particularly inſiſts 
on, and which own the divine Original of theſe Truths. 

By this Means we fix your Regard on the Holy Writ- 
ings, and furniſh out to you an Apology for the Reve- 
lation there, againſt the Contempt and Ridicule of 
it, which is become ſo faſhionable among the polite 
World. But when we have ſecur'd their Authority, 
we have the Senſe of thoſe ſacred Pages to explain and 
enforce, Which fills our Heads and Hands with new 
Service. I ſuggeſted before, they were wrote in dead 
Tongues, and that there were ſome Things hard to-be 
underſtood in them, which makes it a difficult Work, to 
lead you into the meaning of the ſacred Oracles ; and 
what requires great Accompliſhments, and a wide ſur- 
vey of Learning, both divine and humane, to ſet every 
Text upon any occaſfon in a juſtLight ; and to guard it 
from the Corruptions of Men, and the Errors of every 
Day ; And in doing this, to make you ſecure of — 
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right Interpretation, we give every Place, by com- 
mending what we ſay ſo far to your Conſciences, as 
to give you a moral Certainty of it, which ſuperſedes 
any occaſion for the Infallibiliry of your Guides, in all 
which, we only acknowledge our ſelves your Servants, 
For we make you Judges, in the Sight of God, how 
well we ſucceed. And what a noble Scheme of Truth 
have we to lay before you, which leads you into an 
Acquaintance with your ſelves, and with your Savi- 
our, with your Miſery, and with your Happineſs. - V 
are your Servants, to ſhew you the deplored Condition 
of the human Nature, thro' the Sin of our firſt Pa- 
rents,.and to give you ſenſible Conviction of your own 
Corruption; to bring you then glad Tidings of great Joy, 
and to open the Treaſures of Grace, the Myſteries 
that Angels prie into, and Men can't unravel; a God re- 
conciling the World to himſelf» doing right to all his 
Excellencies in the Contrivance, and the ſacred three 
executing it; the Father, the ſiſt in order, forming the 
Deſign ; the ſecond, aſſuming our Fleſh ; the third, min- 
gling with our Spirits, in order to recover us, to Paint 
the whole Life of Chriſt, and the Merit of his Death, 
to inform you of that wondrous Sacrifice, and the di- 
vine Virtue of it; to inſiſt on the Power of his Reſur- 
rection, the Glories of his Aſcention, the Prevalency 
of his Interceſſion, with the Circumſtancies of his ſe- 
cond coming, to Judge the World at the laſt Day. We 
are your Servants, to do this, and very difficult we 
find it, to give all theſe ſolemn Truths their due weight, 
and make you ſenſible of their Influence, But neceſ- 
ſity is laid upon us, in this Method, to Preach to you 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, to turn you from Dark- 
neſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to Gad; to 
make known to you his whole Will, all the holy Habits 
he expects ſhou'd be in you, all the Duties he requires 
from you, and all theſe diverſified, according to your 
ſcyeral Circumſtances and Relations. We are not on- 
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1y to perform this, but to do it in the Way that is moſt 
oper to anſwer its End, and to be of real Service to 
you. How ſtupendous is the Work ? It is to breath 
new Life into thoſe that are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sint; 
to quicken them in the Tombs, Where they lie wrapt in 
the grave Cloaths of the Law, and putrifying in their 
own Corruption, for ſo we find em fepreſented in the 
Holy Writings. Who is not ready upon this to cty out 
with Jer. Chap. 1. Ah Lord, I can't ſpeak (i. e.) not to 
thoſe great Purpoſes; to inſtruct the Ignorant, reform 
the Vitious, to reconcile and ſanctify Sinners. A very 
little Knowledge of the World may convince us, how 
much Difficulty. attends this Work, and what a Com- 
paſs of Service is contain'd in it. We are Servants to 
you all, being requir'd to zake heed to the whole Flock, to 
feed the Lambs, to cheriſh the Young, and confirm the 
old Diſciples; to give every one their Portion, rightly di- 
Didiug the Word of Truth, adminiſtring the Comforts of 
it to ſome, the 'Terrors of it to others, and the Light 
of it to all. What a variety of Services, and of what 
different Complexions? How neceſſary is it, that thoſe 
who Miniſter to you, ſhould be Sons of Thunder, and of 
Conſolation too; to ſhew ſome their Sins, and others 
their Saviour, to prick the former at their Hearts, and 
to heal the Wounds of the latter, to ſolace the afflicted, 
and ſuccour the tempted, to diſcloſe the Dangers of 
ſome, anſwer the Doubts of others, and give Peace te 
all your Minds ? How divine is the Office, yet how 
difficult is the Service? Of how much importance is 
the Advice to Timothy? x Tim. iv. 13. Give attend- 
ance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, meditate on 
theſe Things, be wholly in them, that thy Proſiting may ap- 
pear unto all Men. i aft | ONE 3801 

(2), Another part of our Service, is to lead your De- 
votions. This is ſupported by the fine account Juſtin 
gives us of the Worſhip in the Primitive Church, in his 
Faure Apology, where he tells us, he that preſided M 
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the Aſſembly, ſet up Prayers and Praiſes according to 


o 
= 


his Ability: Tis not material to determine, whether 


it deſcribes the Expreſſions, as of his own Compoſing, 
or only intends the life and fervour of them, as ſome 
earneſtly perſwade us. Tis certain, you mult eſteem 
it a very awful V's we do YOU, when we are your 
Orators to the. Majeſty of Heaven, and go before you 
in your Addrefles and Thankſgiving to him. With 
what flowing Paſſions ſhould we pour out your Souls, 


all the fullneſs. of them, while they hang on our Lips? 
And with what pure Flames, muſt our own Hearts 


like the publick Altars, kindle yours, and make them 
all burn within you, while you converſe with God in 
the ſolemn Aſſembly ? Thus we are to aſſiſt you in the 
confeſſion of Sin, and the deprecation of Judgments, as 
the Miniſters of old, who wept between: the Porch and the 


Altar, in order to make the Place a Bochim ; we muſt 


Sacrifice every, delicate Luſt of yours, and form your 
Vows in the; Preſence of his Saints, we axe to make 
all your Wants known, as well as all your Fenner 
and ſtrive together with you for the great Supplies of 
them; how hard is the Work to raiſe our own Hearts? 
How much more difficult the Service, to draw up yours 
with them? To animate this, and the other languid 
Mind in our Aſſemblies, and to bring you nearer the 
Throne, to ſhow. you the Face of God, and call your 
Faults to remembrance, to kindle your repentings be- 
tore him fox every Sin, for all your filthineſs of Fleſh 
and Spirit, to unload you of every Care as to your fu- 
ture Conduct, impart your Deſires, give away your 


Fears, eaſe your Sorrows, that unhinge your Souls 


from their Center, and help you to plead with him for 
your ſelves, and all Saints, the Mercies he hath pro- 
mis d, the Graces and Comforts you delire? _ 
(3.) We ſerve you at the Altar, in diſpenſing to you 
the holy Miſteries, as the Sacraments, of Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper were call'd in the Greek Church. By 
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the firſt, we initiate thoſe, who make a credible Profeſ- 
ſion of their Faith, and their Off-ſpring into the fold. 
By the other, we edify the fairhful Members of the 
Houſe, wherein we are Stewards, and give them Chil- 
drens Bread. You have a claim on theſe Accounts from 
us, and we areoblig'd by Office to attend to them, to do 
right to the ſacred Symbols, in adminiſtring them with 
all the ſimplicity of the firſt Inſtitution, and all that 
great Regard to your Edification: And what ought 
to be the purity of our Hands, and the holineſs of out 
Lips in this Service? With what Care and Reſpect 
muſt we touch ſo excellent a Work, if we expect to 
make a Way thro your Senſes to your Hearts, to give 
thoſe tender movements to your Minds, and work up 
all thoſe devout Paſſions, they were deſign'd to raiſe and 
improve ? 55 | JN 
That we infiſt on ſome Qualifications to give you a 
Right to the Priviledges of this Service, which gene- 
rally goes under the Name of publick Diſcipline, and 
- the Power of the Keys, I hope you will perceive, is 
very conſiſtent with the humble Character I aſſert. It 
1s not poſlible to do Juſtice to it otherwiſe, for by Rea- 
ſon, He that eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks 
Damnation to himſelf. We ſhould be far from being your 
Servants, if we contributed to your Suffering. It has 
been indulg'd even to Slaves, to with-hold the Ponyard 
and the Dagger from thoſe, who had a full command 
over them, it they were intended for any unlawful Exe- 
cution, ſuch as the Murther of a Perſon's ſelf. Excuſe 
us therefore, that we dare not give the fatal Morſel, or 
adminiſter the Cup of trembling ; for the holy Rites - 
would prove no better in this Cake 8 ; 
Tis poſſible we may do you the kindeſt Office, by 
this management, from the happy Effects; when tnere 
is no civil contempt put on the Perſon himſelf, and we 
ſhew a tenderneſs for his better part thro' the whole. 
And allow me to add, we cannot approye our * 


' 


ER. 

of it Servants of the other Part of ths Society, if v d 
1 not execute their Authority over 4 corrupt ſcandalous - 
5 L Member; for it is the natural Right: of every Oommu- 
wy nity to ſeclude ſuch. If you 'apptehend your Liberty 
yo may ſutfer thro the Exerciſe of it by introducing hui © 
ch mane Articles and Canons; tis eaſy to obviate this, 
| by obſerving we have no occaſion for any of theſe. *T'is 
= true, if the interpreting the Rules, which the only ab- 
— folute Lord hath left, have that Conſtruction with you⸗ 
— as I intimated before, We are yet your Servants in that; 
for we leave you Judges of our Management, and on- 

. ly defire the Conduct of our own Actions. If you ap- 
(i prehend it poſſible, that even upon this foot, thoſe 
po who call themſelves Servants may do a real Injury to 
their Brother, in not receiving him whom Chriſt receives, I 

4 would only ſuggeſt, that where this proceeds from a 
. pure Miſtake ot the Will of their Maſter, to his Charity 
4 we muſt leave them, which will cover a Multitude-of 
8 Faults, that by reaſon of humane Frailty, will attend 
te 


* 


the Management of every Service: Only we make 
theſe Conditions for them, that they do not ſmite and 
N. beat their Fellow-ſervants, either with that rude inde- 
cent Language, which is the Scandal of our Nature 
and Office; or much lefs by any Acts of Violence; for 
alter all, they muſt ſtand or fall to their own Maſter. 
(4-) We are yet farther to ſhew our ſelves your Ser- 
. pants, in our particular perſonal Addreſſes to you; 
that as the old Catechifts in the Primitive Church; we 
may in the moſt familiar way impart Knowledge. And 
the Biſhops we are told, in the Epiſtle under the Name 
of Ignatius to Polycarp, were then oblig'd to enquire at- 
ter all in their Charge by Name, and not proudly to 
over - look the Man- ſervants and Maid-ſervants ; and 
how much would theſe officious Notices if they were 
attended with a religious Sympathy, recommend all 
the other Parts of our Miniſtry? Our Apoſtle had 
ſoms Experience of it W 2 tells us, 2 Gx. oy” | 
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de is weak; and I m dd weak? "Whi is offended and I 
unn lot What holy Light, Lite, and Love, might we dif- 
fuſe th our Congregations, if we made theſe Reli- 
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giqus:V its; not to rifle into the Secrets of Families, 
cr:Anterfere: with their ſecular Concerns, but to enquire 


into the State of your Minds, to recover you from your 
Miſtakes, reſobbe your Doubts, and direct your Devo- 
tions ? For in this Way we are to watch over your Souls, 
with a peculiar Regard to your diſtinct Caſes, uarning 


every Mau from Houſe to Houſe Night and Day with Tears; 


inferming you of yuurſereral-Duties and Temptations, 
giving kind Hints of your Weakneſſes, directing your 
Vbole Conduct, and aſſiſting you faithfully with our 


Advice and Prayers, in order to ſoften your Griefs and 


relieve. your Cares. And at laſt attending your ſick: | 
Beds, making you ready for your laſt Hours, till we 


can give up our dear Charge, your Souls into the Hands- 
of Angel, who are Miniſtring Spirits, and Fellow-ſer- 
vants with us, and who will then do their kind Office 


when we have finiſh'd ours. If this were our Behavi- 


our in the Church, cou*d we have any occaſion to re- 


commend our Place and Character, it wou'd ſufficient- 


ly do Honour to it ſelt. 5 8 
Nay 5. Our whole Lives are to be at your Service, 


1 may add, our Deaths too. It was the Satisfaction of 


our Apoſtle, that all the Actions and Events of this 
State, were ſacred to the Deſign of his Office, and for 


the editying of the Churches, 2 Cor. xii. 19. Al Things 


for your Sakes, ver. 5. of this Chapter. And if we keep 


the ſame Thing always in our View, we can't but ap- 


prove our ſelves the Salt of the Earth, who are oblig'd by 


Office to ſeaſon the Inhabitants of it by our Inſſructi- 


on and Example, and to preſerve their Minds and Man- 
ners from Corruption: By this means we may become 
unto. God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt in them that are 


ſav d, may. perfume the World, and ſpread the richeſt 
Odours round us. This will juſtify a greater A; pear- 
. | : ancz, 
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ance, and a more open Shew of Sanity in our Behavi- 
our. That might look like Oſtentation and Vanity 
in others, but muſt be gracetul and becoming in us; 
as it's ſuitable to the Service we have upon our Hands, 
the Reforming of Mankind. Which makes it neceſſary, 
we practice with ſome. Applauſe before them all che 
| Rules of holy Living we give them; as Patterns of go 
Works, and Examples to the Flock. All that we ſay or 
do, may have an Influence upon you; and therefore 
ſhould be directed for your Service; if every Thing is 
not, (humane Frailties apart) it we are not unexcepti- 
onable in our Manners, we cannot with Decency and 
Freedom attend you in the other Branches of our Work, 
it will ſpoil all our Services; upon which account Chry- 
ſaſtom | de Sacerd. 1. 8. c. 2.] repreſents it a moſt difficult 
Province, and what requir'd an Angelical Virtue ; his 
Soul, ſays he, ought to be purer than the Rays of the 
Sun, that the holy Spirit may never leave him, but he 
may always be able to ſay, I live, het not I, but Chriſt 
lives in me. And what noble Things are ſaid of ſome 
of the Primitive Miniſters? That fine Writer, Minu- 
tius Felix, aſſures us, they expreſs their Profeſſion not 
in their Words or Garb, but in the real Vertues of 
their Soul ; they did not talk great, but live well. And 
many Others of rhe Fathers, do them juſtice in the 
ſame Manner. We want not the Teſtimony of Hea- 
then Writers, among which, that Letter ot Julian to 
the High Prieſt of Galatia, wherein he propos'd to re- 9 
form Heatheniſm on the Chriſtian Morals, it is not the * 
leaſt conſiderable. He very expreſſy attributes the En- 
creaſe of Chriſtianity to the Sanctity of their Manners! 
who preach'd it, and therefore commands his Officer 
to take Care that all the Prieſts of that Region, ſhoud 
be made to anſwer the ſamę Character: That he 
ſhou'd bring them to be diligent ſober Men, or remove 
them from their Office. Happy had it been for ur holy 
Religion, if it had ä the ſame — 
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the . of it | fultoin' « "RL. Character; 
when they do not do it, it is certain they are no 
longer your Servants, they are the Peſts of the So- 
cisty, the Scandal of their Name, and the Bane: 
of the Church. Cyprian therefore inſiſts on it as the 
Duty of the People to withdraw from ſuch, becauſe - 
ſays he, (in his Sixty Eighth Epiſtle) they have a Right 
to chuſe good Paſtors, and jest thoſe. who are un- 
worthy: Of how much Importance therefore is it, my 
Brethren, that we exemplify all the Rules we deliver, - 
and give you a Tranſcript of your Duty in our Lives? 
That we-animate the Precepts, and make the Graces 
of our Religion the Object of your Senſes ? By which 
Means, they will come with a new Furce upon your 
Minds, and make their Way into your Lives. With 
theſe Thoughts about us, we are to conduct our 
ſelves in every Relation and Condition here; every 
Day poliſhing the Unevenneſs in the Temper of our 
Minds, or the Tenour of our Lives, that every Thing 
we ſpeak or do, may be amiable in it ſelf, and uſeful 
te you. And as we live unto Chriſt and you; we 
muſt die ſo too: You are to have our laſt Hours in the 
edifying Circumſtances of em, as much as it is in our 
Power, that we may ſhew you the Way into the other 
World, as well as thro? this ; God ou it may be ſo. 


Ae the /aſt Place, It is ſhew' d in our Care to ſet ce; 
98 who may ſerve you in the ſame Relation un- 
der greater Advantages, when we are no more in the 
Churches below. Tis an Authority that is conteſted, 
L conſeſs. But if you and theſe holy Aſſemblies find ie. 
is a real Service, we do not doubt the Validity of it; 
which is all you are immediately concern'd in, and of 
which you may be the Judges; for as to the Regular 
part of the Oonduct, it depends on that Critical enqui- 
ty into the Senſe of ſome Paſſages, and the Manners of 

F Prigutive Abe, that I can never think our Bleſſed 
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» + } Th 


1 
. 
0 
J 
( 


h 
IF 
* 
PF. 
8 
Ji 
e 
© 
r, 
9 


erer 


2 latter 


* 


Saviour ſuſpends any of your Priviledges on your AG 
quaintance with theſe Things. I wou'd only obſerve, 


what mult give you ſome Satisfaction in our Services 
of this kind. 5 

That it hath in our Favour been alledg d in this 
Controverſy, tho I do not enter into the Merits of it. 

That the Government of the firſt Church was left in 
the Hands of many, as appears from tho Inſtance of 
that at Feruſalem. 

That your Intereſts are more ſafe, the more equally 
the Powers are diſtributed. And 

That the Unity may be as well preſery 'd by the 
bare Precedence of One for the ſake ot Order, 

That the Ordination of Ti Raby appears to have 
been Presbyterian, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

That the Names of Biſhop and Precbyeer are prom 
cuoufly us'd thro? the facred Writings, Act, xx, vere 
17, and 28. compar'd, Tit. 1. ver. 5, and 7, & õ . 

That the Sacramental Actions allow'd by Presby- 
ters, being eſteem'd generally the higheſt of ſacred 
Performance, there ought to be clear Evidence, they | 
have not all Miniſterial Authority in the Church: 

I add farther, Thar the Hierarchical Writers (con- 
futing one another induſtrioufly with their particular 
= 96.08 to ſupport their Doctrine) leave themſelves 
no Room for thoſe Sanguine Triumphs and Infults 
upon our common Senſe, which fome of them _ 
made. For it looks ſomewhat -unreaſorable, 
ſhou'd all agree to force on us the Belief of a Breed 
under the greateſt Cenſures. While they mutua 
contradict one another in the Reaſons ot i, and ſo 
leave us none at all. Butt. 

One Party of their Writers 8 the two Orders 
on our Saviour's Appointment of the twelve, and after- 
wards of the ſeventy Diſeiples, [ Biſhop Th lr, Dr. 
Feet, &c.] Others of them tell us the former were at 
firſt on y Deacons, [ans I and ſome, that the 
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latter were no inferiour Order ¶ Saravia, Biſhop Stil- 


ing ßeet. F eee IS 7 WOT. 
Another Argument they offer is, from the Power of 
the Apoſtles, whoſe Succeſſors they make the Biſhops, 
Dr. Hicks, Leſley, &c.] But then others of them tell us, 
none of the Apoltles had Succeſſors except Judas, 
¶ Deawel,, Paræu. ad exteros, p. 68. r 
One Proof they bring is, from James Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem, but the violent Contention about the 
Man, whether he was the Son of Alpbeus, and one 
2 the twelve, or not, takes away the whole Force 
Another Inſtance the uce is, the Epiſcopacy 
of Timothy and Titus, * — * by keit 
contradictory Reaſonings on it. For ſome of them aſ- 
ſert that Timothy, e. g. had the ſole Power of Ordina- 


by [the preſent Biſhop of Hereford] and that the Bi- 
_ violently deny ir, and aſſure us, the Term Biſhop ſigni- 
fies thoſe we call ſo. [ Biſhops, Pearſon, Taylor] and 
upon this, ſome make Timothy and Titus Arch-Biſhops, 
[Dr. Hammond, &c.) And then, if the Arguments of 
the firſt Patrons I have mention'd under this Head be 
allow'd, Arch-Biſhops muſt only have the Power of 
ardaining- 2 13356 EY eK 22 
In ſhort, ſome of the Leaders in this Controverſy, 


warmly contend there were none of the preſent Order 
of Biſhops in the New Teſtament, bur that it was in- 
ſtituted about the Tear of our Lord 106. [ Dodwell] 


Others poſitively aſſert, that the ſecond Order, that 
of Presbyters was not then appointed, LHammond] and 
Biſhop Burnet is of that opinion with regard to Dea- 
And can they reſent it. from us now, that we believe 
them all when they, underſtand this of their own Eſta- 
bliſhment ? The divine Right of which, by 3 a 


ops and Presbyters he ſet apart were the ſame. Ochers 
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Arguments they offer for our Conviction, they entirely 
give up for one another. And only leave it a Crea- 


ture ot the State, or what they love to call the Church. 


And then we can eaſily. account how the ſame Autho- 


rity, which can make full Moons when God doth not in 
the Heavens, ſhou'd form Stars of various Magnitudes 


which he hath not in the Scriptures; at leaſt, ſuch as 
are very different from thoſe which he who walks in 


the midſt of the Golden Candleſticks, hath in his Right 
Hand. TY OOO Na ry Wes 4 | 

All that we have to wiſh is, that in their zew Hea- 
vens, this moſt excellent Conſtitution as they term it, 
there dwelt more Righteouſneſs and Charity; we 
ſhou'd then have. a. nc Earth too, at leaſt more Peace 
on it, and good Will amongſt Men. 1 


But when our Fathers and Brethren, have thus mu- 
tually deſtroy'd all the Reaſons for their Hierarchy, 
(one Party of them going about to fix it upon the 


Ruins of anothers Scheme). Shall it not be torgiven 
us, that we eſteem it very hard, they ſhou'd all agree 
to condemn us for not coming into a Church, the 
Foundation of which, they have undermin'd them- 
ſelves? © : hon} ET. 


And one won'd think, they angus indulge 3 | 


Apprehenſions, if we can't acquieſce in the Interpre- 
tations they give us of ſome of their Primitive Autho- 
rities. e | As —p 

As, e. g. When it is ſaid in the Citation I made be- 


fore, that the Biſhop muſt enquire of all by Name, not 
over-looking with Contempt the Man-ſervants or 


Maid-ſervants ¶ it 3y4u«)@- ae CH Sinus Jula ww 
wpnparn. | In. Ep. edit. Volſ. 2. p. 13.) That they muit 
do nothing without him, not baptize, [vx ib N 
yueis 75 *Emcxonre #1s ga Cov, p. 6. ] or even marry, un- 
leſs they had obtain'd his Conſent, | pias: d\ Tois yause 
I yapraias wit yrowns 13 Emmons Thu J, micons, 
. 13-] I am perſwaded you will not admire that we 
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cin't underſtand all this of our Dioceſan Conſtitution, 
or think that the Senſe of ſuch ſtrong Expteſſions as 
theſe is fully anſwer d: It the Biſhop know the Per- 
ſons, and do them the Services by Proxy. No! m 

Brethren, we can't tell how to lodge the Powers . 
ſary for your Edi fication, in an Officer at ſuch a Di- 
ſtance from you as a Diocefan Biſhop, who in ane of 
our Sees, is ſoine Thoufands of Miles from the Souls 
they give him the Care off, We form our Notions ve- 
ry much from the Services appointed in the Word of 


God, and ſhall hope to approve our ſelves! Striptural 


s, if we are really your Servants," of which as I 


dave often ſuggeſted, you are very capable to be the 


Judges. And I don't doubt you will pronounce in our 


| Favour, and have Reaſon to eſteem us foy in ſuch a 


Solemnity as this, if with Faſting and Prayer, and Im- 
poſition of Hands, we ſet apart thoſe who are then- 
telves the faithfu) Servants of your Souls, who naturally 
care for them and the Things of Chriſt ; in the Ap- 
pointment of whom to their Work we have your Ap« 
probation and Concurrence ; a Thing that was always 
expected, and inſiſted on in the Primitive Church, as the 
Right of the People, and which they ſtruggled ſo hard 
to preſerve, that all our Writers yield it was very long 
before they gave it up, or rather ſuffer d it to be wreſted 
from them. What we expect is, that we have your 
Pravers as well, as well as your Preſence. We hope 
we are gather 'd in the Name of Chriſt the great Bi- 
fhop. And have we not his Promiſe, that he will be 


Vith ſuch ? Tis all we depend on for the Validity of the 


ſent Service. | ld 
I ſhou'd now conſider the great Argument that muſt 
quicken us to this Service, For the ſake of Chriſt, bur my 


Time vill only allow me to mention that Point. He is 


to be the Sul jet, the Mori ue of our Preaching, and all 
in all to a Savant of Souls. And to think thoſe we 
attend on, are ſuch for whom our great Lord hath 
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pour d out his Blood, and appear d himſelf in the Form 
of a Servant. How willing ſhou'd it make us, to ex- 

our ſelves in their Seryice too? There wou'd be 
nothing we ſhou'd not do, and ſuffer chearfully fox 


them. But let us pauſe here, and reflect on whathath 


been offer d in order to a ſerigus Application of it to 
our ſelves. And, 5 * FL 


1 9 Fm ſenſible how much, my Fathers and Bre- 


thren in the Miniſtry, we have occaſion to lament our 


Management. That we have not ſervd you with 
that pious Zeal, Life and Diligence, we ſhou'd have 
done. O how poorly have we ſpoke in rhe name of 
the Lord, as holy Mr. Baxter. ſaid. We can go over 
the ſeveral Particulars of our Service, and drop a Tear 
on the many Nope Let us now amidſt the xeli- 
gious Exerciſes of this Day, humble our ſelves before 
feen 5." 
- (2.) You whom we ſerye, can't but join with us in 
the Humiliation of your ſelves, that you have not im- 
rov'd the Service as you ought. Tho' we have be- 
cech'd you in the name of Chriſt, and pleaded for his 
ſake, with what Coldneſs and Indifference have you re- 
ceiv'd the ſacred Meſlage ? Holding the great Truths 
in Unrighteouſneſs, and rejecting the Counſels of Hea- 
ven againſt. your ſelves. How many refuſe to put 
away the Plague of their own Hearts, the Infidelity 
and Obduracy of them? How much Reaſon have we 
to fear, God ſhou'd viſit us with one upon our Bodies, 
eſpecially when we hear the Contagion hath not yet 
ſpent off it ſelf: Tis true in thoſe Places the greateſt 
Superſtition, and very little more than the Name of 
Religion obtains; and what better can be ſaid of the 
t Formality and Indevotion of thoſe who call them- 
— Proteſt ants? Who attend our Services it's true, but 
on whom they have little Effect, by reaſon their Hearts 
ſeldom engage in them, * is little better than tel- 
| ling 
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ling of Beads. No! my Brethren, Except ye repent; ye 


ball all likewiſe periſh, For under what Diſadvantages 
dever we have ſerv'd 2 you have had thoſe who 
id worthily in their Places: I might remind you of 


: " 
- 


ſome great Names, and refreſh upon your Memory 


the good Offices of the faithful Servants of your Souls, 


who now have their Reward, for the Benefit of whoſe 


Miniſtry you are yet to account: If you expect Service 


from thoſe who are now in their Labours, is it neceſ- 


oy I ſhou'd ſuggeſt that your Prayers muſt attend 
them? | f | . Nin 
.. This Day let us have your moſt ardent Vows to 
God for us. And may we my Brethren! in the laſt 

lace, have our Hands ſtrengthned in our Service, and 
be enabled to fulfil our Miniſtry to more Advantage. 
We therefore wait to obſerve the Marks and Fruits of 
our Service among you, the Improvements you have 
receiv'd by it, to ſee you Maſters of your Paſſions and 
Pleaſures, mortify'd to the World and the Things of 
it, abounding in every good: Word and Work; to find 
all the bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit among you, Love, joy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentlentſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, 

emperance. This will be a plain Evidence our Preach- 
1ng- hath been of ſervice to you, when you are made 


| better Men your ſelves, and do more Good in your 
Neighbourhoods. It is what gave our Apoſtle a ſenſi- 


ble Conſolation in the 6th Chap. of his firſt Epiſtle : He 


cou'd teſlify of the Corinthians, that whereas before 


they were guilty of the vileſt Enormities, after the 
Preaching ot theſe Miniſters, the Attendance of theſe 


Seryvants; they were waſh'd, ſanctihj d, and juſtißy d 
in the name , the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 


God: And Juſtin Martyr tells Triphon, the Succeſs of 
tais Doctrine in his Time: That thoſe who had been 
ftain'd with all Filthipeſs, and enſlav d by Luſts, were 
by that purify'd and freed, and brought to delight in 
thoſe. Vertues that were moſt. contrary to their for- 
. | | | ue 
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mer Vices. 1 fall nor add the fine Challenge ano- 
ther of the Fathers, Tertullian, makes; in which he 
ſtakes the Credit of our holy Religion on its Effi- 
CAC to theſe Purpoſes. 

is certain, my — Your Lives will be the 


beſt Apology for our Wi among you, as well as for _ 


your own Faith; for it is our Uſefulneſs after all, that 
will be the moſt an. 1 Support of our Character. 
Tis what we inſiſt on. Let us be of ſervies to you, 


or we are Nothing in the Churches. 


Become wiſer and better every Lord's A 5b ; let it 
be obſerv'd in your Families, and the Places where 
ou live, and we ask nothing more to commend our 
bours among you. May we chaſe. Away the Shades 
of Ignorance and Prejudice, Vice and Hatred, and 
ſhed abroad Purity and Peace, we are content to 
bear the Inſults of others. © | 
The Integrity and Innocence vidble i in your Con- 
verſations, will be our Crown and our Ręjoycing. 5 
|  Wou'd to God we were your Servants to theſe hap- 
py Purpoſes ; 'that you wou'd let our Miniſtrations 


have this Effect on you! And you cannot refuſe it when 


we addreſs you for the Sale of Chriſt, of Him that 
dy'd for you, and urge all the kind Services of his 
Life, all the Sorrows of his laſt Hours, the Tears and 
Blood he ſhed for your Sake. | 


But whatever our Succeſs be, it is a Satisfaction to 


think our Services if they are Goddies will be accepted. 


And in the whole Courſe of their Performance, we 


have this Conſolation ; that tho' we are the Servants 


of the People, we have not our Reward' from them. 


It this were what we muſt depend on, God knows it 


 wou'd be generally a poor one; we expect therefore 
Diſcouragement on this Head. But we are at the 
ſame Time the Servants of Chriſt ; the only Maſter of us 


all, who will nor forget our Labour, and Service f Love 
to the Souls of Men. 
It 
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n Gebt Will animatt to the greateſt coin 
and Anduſtry, dur dear Brethren whom we are. x 
1 Fell ſhip and Order. 
And that all of us who are here in the ſacred Office 
"Hayy thus acquit our {Elves of the Duties of it (as I 
1 we ſhall have them advanta 
preſs d on us by a Reverend Father and Brother in 
| Ne Miniſiy) -atid do this in good Conſcience — 
- _ God; — een rs — to —.— Edifi- 
s Glory, is avfinite Mercy grant 
"ls Sac bat our Lord Jalus Chrilh, te. - Amen. Mod £4 of 


